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assure that Gulfstream’s experimental planes perform
according to specs before they are released for sale.
McFall lives in Savannah, Georgia.

Other Events Involving AE Alumni

B Alumni who participated in the 2003 Engineering
Expo on campus recently included Nick Evans ('99),
Min-Po Shiue (MS ’01), and Rachel Landess ('99),
of Lockheed Martin; Doug Heinrichs (92, MS "94) of
Boeing, and Daniel Jensen ("88) of Rolls-Royce.

B In October 2003, the AE Department restarted a
tradition that had lapsed. Faculty and staff pitted
their batting skills against graduate students in a
softball game on the grounds of Parkland College in
Champaign. Jason Merret ('99, MS '01) captained the
graduate students, with Philippe Geubelle leading the
faculty and staff.

B CU Aerospace was one of about 40 companies
exhibiting in Champaign County’s fourth techShow,
held on September 24 at the Urbana Holiday Inn.
Wayne Solomon, Aerospace Engineering’s former
department head, is president of CU Aerospace, and
David Carroll ('85, MS ‘86, PhD ’92) is its engineering
director. The company highlighted two versions of its
pulsed plasma thruster, as well as a laptop presenta-
tion of its UltraSail concept.

Founded in 1998, CU Aerospace is engaged in
identifying and developing promising new aerospace
technologies, ultimately for commercialization and
distribution. Other alumni principals in the company
are Mike Bragg ('76, MS '77) and Victoria Coverstone
("85, MS "86, PhD '92). AE alumni employees include
full-timer Darren King ("96, MS "00) and part-timers
Gabriel Benavides ('01) and Julia Laystrom ('00).

Many local high-tech firms work as contractors
for the Department of Defense, the Internal Revenue
Service, National Security Agency, and other federal
agencies. Of the 87 companies listed in the Advanced
Technology Directory, 69 are headquartered in Cham-
paign County.

B Two AE alumni who attended the Society of
Automotive Engineers’ alumni reception in Detroit
in March 2003 were Greg Fadler (MS '90) and Gus
Nystrom ('70).

FACULTY NEWS

Michael Bragg ('76, MS '77) was elected as chair of
the Aerospace Department Chairman’s Association
(ADCA) at AIAA’s Aerospace Sciences and Exhibit
meeting in Reno, Nevada, in January 2003. He was the
association’s secretary/treasurer. Chairs or heads of
accredited departments that grant degrees in aero-
space engineering or similar fields are automatically
members of the ADCA.

Bruce Conway, Victoria Coverstone, Gregory Elliott,
and Philippe Geubelle were cited by students as
excellent teachers, based on data collected in spring
2003. Their names appeared in the fall 2003 list.

Bruce Conway and John Prussing attended the 2003
AAS/AIAA Astrodynamics Specialist Conference

in August in Big Sky, Montana. Alumni who also
attended included Daryl Boden (PhD ’86), who is on
the faculty at the U.S. Naval Academy; Robert Far-
quhar ('59), of the Johns Hopkins University Applied
Physics Laboratory; Alan Hope (89, MS '91), of the
Naval Research Laboratory; Ron Lisowski (PhD '84),
on the faculty of the U.S. Air Force Academy; Steve
Tragesser ('92), on the faculty of the Air Force Insti-
tute of Technology; Aaron Trask ('98, MS ‘00, PhD
’02), of the Naval Research Laboratory, and Scott
Zimmer ('01), currently a graduate student at the
University of Texas, Austin. Chris D’Souza ('83, MS
’84) of the C.S. Draper Laboratory was co-author on a
paper that was presented during the meeting.

J. Craig Dutton, an affiliate professor in aerospace
engineering, was invested in September as a Donald
Biggar Willett Professor in the Department of Mechan-
ical and Industrial Engineering. Dutton is an affiliate
professor in aerospace engineering and is an expert in
the areas of high-speed separated and mixing flows
and shock wave/boundary layer interactions. He is
also an AIAA associate fellow.

Gregory Elliott was recently named an AIAA Associ-
ate Fellow. Elliott joined the Aerospace Engineering
Department in January 2003 as an associate professor.

John Prussing attended the AAS/AIAA Space Flight
Mechanics meeting in February 2003 in Ponce, Puerto
Rico. He presented two papers for authors who were
unable to attend. AE alumni at the conference were
Ron Lisowski (PhD ’84), on the faculty at the U.S. Air
Force Academy, and Aaron Trask ("98, MS 00, PhD
’02), from the Naval Research Lab.



Michael Selig ('84) was featured on The Discovery
Channel’s “Unsolved History” series in December
2002, in a documentary about how the Red Baron
died. Selig worked with Brian Fuesz ('83) to create

a simulation of Baron Manfred von Richthofen’s last
flight in 1918, in which he was shot down. There

are conflicting accounts of whether the Red Baron
was downed by ground fire or at the hands of the
Canadian pilot, Capt. Roy Brown. Selig worked on
aerodynamics, propulsion, and gyroscopic forces for
the flight models of the Fokker triplane and Sopwith
Camel. Fuesz put together the simulation, complete
with joysticks, moving control surfaces, Vickers
machine guns, and realtime bullet trajectories. “The
basic conclusion from our part of the show is that it’s
highly improbable that the Baron was shot by Capt.
Brown. After our flight sim part, the show moves on
to suggest that von Richthofen was shot by ground
fire.”

Lee Sentman ('58) received the 2003 AIAA Sustained
Service Award at the Plasmadynamics and Lasers

award luncheon in Orlando, Florida, in June. This
annual award, instituted in 1999, recognizes sus-
tained, significant service and contributions to AIAA
by its members.

Scott White and co-authors Nancy Sottos and Eric
Brown received an award for best paper at the 2003
conference of the American Society of Composites
(ASC). Their paper, “Microcapsule induced toughen-
ing in a self-healing polymer composite,” was pre-
sented at the 2002 ASC conference.

Faculty members from the department were inter-
viewed in the wake of the Space Shuttle Columbia
break-up during re-entry to Earth on February 1, 2003.
Professors Bob Beddini, Mike Bragg, Rod Burton,
Victoria Coverstone, Harry Hilton, John Prussing,
and Wayne Solomon were consulted by local and
Chicagoland radio and TV stations, the News-Gazette,
and the Chicago Tribune. Hilton even received a call
from a reporter in Tampa, Florida.
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Donors for 2002—Thank You for Remembering Us

Recorded below are the names of alumni, friends, and corporations who donated generously in 2002. We make
every effort to be accurate but if we have omitted your name or company, please let us know, and we will make
the correction in our next newsletter. We thank you for your continuing investment in AE and its activities.

$1-99

Paul G. Baldassarre, '81

Robert H. Barnstable, "90

Craig R. Bolt, 73

Fredric A. Cohan, ’55

Daniel J. Cziczo ('92) and Kristin Carnes
Donald G. Dodds, "84

John W. Donahue, '57

Paul J. Douglas, '56

Daniel Erwin Dreger, 90, MS "93
Brian S. and Carolyn S. Engberg
Panayiotis L. Fardelos, "85
Richard E. Fiscus, ‘66

Ronald W. Fross Sr. ('58) and Grace C.
Fross

Christopher G. Giganti, 97
Donald G. Glennie, 57

Robert D. Hellweg Jr., "66, MS '71
John E. Henderson, ‘86, MS ’88
Yu Kao Hsu, MS ’62

Gary W. Joseph, '78

John F. Lang, '87

Gregory P. Less, 82

Karl A. Meyer, "68

John Prodan, 48

Wayne M. ('86) and Susan M. Rezzonico
Stanley C. Rys Jr., '71

Harry Sauerwein Jr. ('59) and Anita M.
Sauerwein

Joseph H. Solomon, '01

Kevin M. Stephens, 78

Thomas E. Stevens, 87

Jose M. Tellez

John F. Winkler, MS "93, PhD "96
Erwin W. Wuttke, 69

$100-499

Anonymous

Theodore John Bartkowicz, ‘87
Ross L. Bisplinghoff, '73

Blair P. Bromley, MS 98
Matthew James Budde, '96
Daniel J. (‘82) and Gia L. Burns
John M. Coyle, '70

John T. Cunningham, '73
Anthony L. Deley, '85

Ronald J. Delismon, '59
Martin C. de Wet, '79, MS "82

Jason B. Ditman, "91, MS "93
Steven J. D’Urso, MS '89
Kedzie Davis Fernholz, ‘94
Jack Fisher, '54

Steven W. ("84) and Andrea M.
Frostholm

Jack L. Gisinger, 71

Richard E. Grant, 85

H. A. Hassan, MS ’53, PhD 56
Andrew J. Haupt, '57

W. John Hoener, 82

Paul A. Ikhtiari, '55

Marvin C. ('61) and Susan M. Kempf
Thaddeus D. Krolicki Jr., 67
Robert H. Lightsey, MS '73
Michael P. Mariani, 69
Michael L. McCleish, '71

Earl E. Meister III ('71, MS '78) and
Cynthia S. Meister

Michael W. Miller, 76

Howard F. Modjeski II, '74

Richard G. ("60) and Nancy L. Ollila
Jeffrey W. Osman, "88

Vincent D. Panico, '69

Cheryl K. Secora Pearl ('94) and
Jonathan G. Pearl

Lloyd G. Peterson

Robert L. Radkey, 69, MS 71
Gary A. Rahn, '81, MS '82

Brian C. Roskuski, ’79, MS "80
David A. Scheiwe, 70

Stephen S. Smith, '81

John P. Sover, "84

Lee A. ('77, MS ’82) and Julie M. Spacht
Daniel J. Spadoni, "69

Kenneth P. Trapp, ‘80

Andrew A. Trentacoste, ‘81
Michael F. Tuitt, 83

Gary M. Vance, '71, MS 73
Edward G. Wilson Jr. "64

Lisa M. Wilson, 82

Rudolph N. Yurkovich, '67, MS 68

$500-999

Kenneth L. (PhD ’74) and Barbara A.
Atkins

Michael B. ('76, MS '77) and Debra D.
Bragg

Robert E. ('64, MS ’65) and Patricia L.
Cusey

Preston A. Henne, '69

Gail C. Jonkouski, "80
Alan B. ('51) and Lois Endress Kehlet
William E. ('59) and Judith D. Kruse

Robert H. ('61, MS ’62, PhD ’'68) and
Cynthia E. Liebeck

Frank J. Parker, '81

$1,000+

Rex Chamberlain, MS "80, PhD ’84
S. V. ('’56) and Winifred L. Drum

Bruce T. (MS ’77, PhD ’82) and Stephanie
S. Goodwin

Robert D. Grennan, '69
Emma M. Layman
Jerry L. Lundry, '58, MS 59

Robert H. Meixner Jr. ('70) and Mary C.
Meixner

Wayne C. Solomon
Craig B. Sutter, 71
Robert E. Tatro, "49

Companies

Accenture Foundation
Acoustic Technology Group
Aerovironment, Inc.

The American Society of Mechanical
Engineers Corp.

The Boeing Company

The Boeing Gift Matching Program
Boeing Phantom Works, M&CT
Charitable Gift Fund
ChevronTexaco

Chicago Aeronuts

Corning Incorporated Foundation
Farr Yacht Design, Ltd.

Hobbico, Inc.

Honeywell International Foundation,
Inc.

Lockheed Martin Corporation
Foundation

Motorola Foundation

National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Northrop Grumman Litton Foundation
Oracle Racing, Inc.

Raytheon Company

SoarTech

TRW Employee’s Charity Organization
TRW Foundation

United Space Alliance Trust

United Technologies Corporation
Whirlpool Foundation



Alumni Update Form

AE alumni/alumnae, we’d love to hear from you!
Share your news and announcements with us. When
sending photos as an email attachment, resolution
must be 300 pixels or more per inch. Mail, fax, or

Name (including maiden name)

email your news to: Alison Weingartner, Editor, AE
Alumni Newsletter, 306 Talbot Lab, 104 South Wright
Street, Urbana, IL 61801, USA; fax: 217-244-0720;
email: wengrtnr@uiuc.edu.

Class year

Home address

Phone Email
Company Title
Company address

Company phone Company fax

Other degrees: date, institution, field

News:

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.
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Two AE Teams Win Space Design Competition

Two undergraduate teams from Aerospace Engi-
neering placed in the AIAA Foundation’s 2002-2003
Undergraduate Team Space Competition. The first
prize went to the Mars Research Team, led by Heidi
Meicenheimer, for its Mars inflatable plant growth
module mission. Team members were Lucas Allen
('03), Adam Stevens ('03), Wei (Danny) Tang, David
Tess, Michael Wang, Asher Yap ('03), and John Yim
('03). Included in the first prize is an invitation to send

The Mars Research Team superimposed on a picture of the
Gusev Crater (from left to right, front row): Asher Yap,
Heidi Meicenheimer, Lucas Allen, Danny Tang, John Yim;
(back row): Adam Stevens, David Tess, and Mike Wang.

1-Growing Pot
2-Heat Pipes
3-Watering pipe
4-LED array

5-Inlet gas filters
6-Dehumidifer

7-Waste disposal area
8-Sesd sphere storage
9-Seed sphere dispenser
10-Nutrient Gel dispemser
11-Right arm DC motor

The top-front view of the Mars inflatable growth module.

a representative to the Habitation 2004 Conference in
Orlando, Florida, in January 2004, to do a presentation
on the project.

The third-place team, led by Matthew Wright
('03), won for its autonomous regenerative environ-
mental system. Team members were Jason Amund-
son, Kevin Brown ('03), Richard Gimlin ('03),
Richard Hudec ('03), Andrew Oestreich, and Shane
Wake.
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